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Mr. Stove Soil 
AS C Mows 

11 24 Connecticut Aye., NW 
Washington, D.C. 



7/4/80 



Dear Stevs, 

You asked how ^ manage to do what I do, and I said, I&artaneously, the question 
nevor having boon oaJoed before, “haphorordly." Within a year I'd been able to bring 
oooe changes to pass, first in court and thou administratively. Judge Ceoeli held that 
I meet «h» conditions for a waiver of charges under POIA, sold that if it wore not for 
mo and ny j»rod*W against considerable odds we'd not know the Freedom of Information 
Act as « do, and ordered that the J» record of the gonerel role*** be given to mo 
withoixt cost and promptly. Adndrdstertiwly. the Departeant of Justice gave this broader 
application, rightly so, that 1 bo provided with all JFK end King assassination records 
«ithout Charge. M only do X neat the requirements but along with all ry other work all 
these records are becoming a porraown* f«eo, public arohdro at a university.’ 

-cu nay ronofcor that yea were able to ask mo that penetrating question only because 
after throe refusals 1 dropped the work I'd sons to Dallae to do to appear on Good Morning 
America. * lawyer grounded mo that I should so* to use the opportunity to introduce 
some balance. This meant to defend the FBI against baseless charges made * Janes Earl 
Ray and his lawyer, ;4rk Lane. 

The sane has now undertaken to “stop" me and * writing, the word it used in 
1967 records I've obtained, by revoking the administrative waiver of chargee. It also 
refuses to process any of ry requests until I provide assurances that I will pay open- 
ended search and copying costs. This means that even those proper requests it haa not 
acted on in a dosen years -under a ICWay Act - it even now will not search for compliance. 

Wham as it known my only regular income is modest Spcisl Security I court do that.' 

It thus knows that by tils means it can “stop” ne. 

I doubt that it has taken this step on its own and that it neons a drastic reduction 
in what will be disclosed on anyone under FOIA, even without legislative amending. 

In a sense this is a break for me if it holds up because it will reduce the entirely 
Public work that for years haa taken up most of ny tiro and lifted resources. 






2 



But it will not bo good for the Act and for the right of the people to know* *t 
will be a serious liiulrance in completing the available record on the most subversive 
of crimes in a society such as ours* I wish you had been able to seo what I have been 
able to accomplish rrinra that broadcast® Part of what the Department of Justice is now 
supposedly reinvestigating is what * obtained knowledge of in my continuing litigation* 
'flie FBI Eoroly did not report it* 

It doom 1 1 lovo me for this and all the other things I’ve rescued from oblivion f 
or for my part in tlie 1974 amending of the Act f which opened its fllo3 for all you now 
know about f or for two recent appeals court decisions that strengthen the Act and 
restrict the false representations the FBI can get away with* 

As you know, I do not seek personal publicity, and I now do not for personal 
purposes* However, in order to undo the wrong now done, which most of all is not to n», 

I do neod help and I seek it, if you can bo of assistance* 

It is a serious enough natter if any federal agency determines to stop anyone's 
writing and work* to that work deals with the functioning and nonrfuncrtiQning of the 
federal agency, particularly in time of exeat crisis: and thereafter, perhaps it is more 
serious* But the real thing I suggest is what this work is and has been, What it is 
tangibly and what it can moon# This is what is being stopped, not no personally* 

to of now there are about 60 file cabinets of material* Host is onee-3uppro3sed 
official records, most what even a Presidential omission did not {jet* For all of the 
five yo cot in which * obtained most of theno records I was ill, beginning with pneumonia 
qnd then more- carious and permanent ailments* I cannot qualify for aomncrcial medical 
insur ance because of the number of condi tionn that can require surgery* Until two years 
a^o I did not have oven Social Security as regular income* I hnd none* That one man, 
wit*', what night be called intellectual resotirees only, could do what I have done, parti- 
cularly under the conditions and lidtctdono I faced, nnd put together an unparalleled 
archive of this Lisgrxi tudo , is not, I think, an everyday occurence* Having done what I 
have done I f a giving it ell ar*CT oc that it con for avnr be available to all* 
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ACCOM and use does not await my death and the trailer of the records to the 
university. They aro being used now. hy scholars nnd by the praso. 

When I have cone to what I reminded as nswaworthy itens that wore not too complicated 
1 have riven then away, evm what I had What for me is ospensivo litigation. I*ve oven 
hold press conferences at cy oen expense to give these records away and usually with 
other pertinent records available. X paid for the xeroxing, too. 

This will not stop me, of course. It will merely prevent, if not overturned, my 
acquisition of more and important records to ate available to othoro. I an after many 
of than, matters undor now frustrated admlnistrativo appeal. 

I dpn't know what if anything you can do, but if you oan think 02 something, 

thanks. 

Sincerely, 



Harold Weinberg 



